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ABSTRACT: This contribution contains a draft invitation to participants to take part in the planned US ENUM Trial.  It was developed by the ENUM Forum TWG (Trial Working Group).
This document is offered to the ENUM Forum as a basis for discussion and is not a binding proposal on AT&T.  AT&T specifically reserves the right to amend or withdraw the statements contained herein
.

The ENUM Forum has been asked by the CC1 ENUM LLC to provide estimates of participation in a US ENUM trial beginning in early 2006. 
In order to answer the LLC's request, the ENUM Forum is soliciting the industry for a non-binding indication of interest from companies to participate in this ENUM trial.  
Companies are invited to participate in one or more of the roles described below:

· ENUM Tier 1B Registry: A Tier 1B Registry is the entity responsible for providing ENUM Registry services for US telephone numbers in full E.164 format, including management of pointers to Tier 2 Provider nameservers. A Tier 1B Registry does not handle NAPTR records but points at Tier 2 Providers where NAPTR records associated with E.164 numbers are stored. 

· ENUM Registrar: A Registrar is an entity that provides registration services to Registrants. Registrars also are the operational contact with Registrants and they interface between the Registrant, the Tier 1B Registry and Tier 2 Providers. A Registrar may also be a Tier 2 Provider or may interface with other independent Tier 2 Providers. 

· ENUM Tier 2 Name Server Provider: A Tier 2 Provider manages the ENUM fully qualified domain name associated with an E.164 number and acts as the Registrant's NAPTR records hosting company. A Tier 2 Provider maintains the actual NAPTR records that contain information for specific communication services. 
· Authentication Agency: Authentication Agencies are responsible for providing information that may be used by the Registrar in validating the assignment of ENUM end user E.164 numbers. An Authentication Agency can be a Telephony Service Provider or National Number Plan Administrator or any entity capable of providing the registrar with the data needed for authentication, such as a national hub provider or data clearinghouse.  National hub providers and data clearinghouses have access to multiple data sources from telephony service providers and various other sources. The role of an Authentication Agency will be to provide information that may confirm to the Registrar that the Registrant is the rightful assignee of the E.164 telephone number that they wish to enter into the DNS.
· Application Service Provider: The Application Service Provider (ASP) will provide the applications directly to the ENUM end users in the context of the trial. The role of the ASP is to provide applications to the end user. The ASP is an entity which runs application servers that facilitate operation of the various data uploading and maintenance aspects of ENUM and/or the query/response/usage side of ENUM NAPTR records. For example, fully automated querying of a telephone number could be triggered by clicking the “Send” button of an end user device client in which the telephone number is entered as the address. 
· ENUM Registrant/End-User: Although the trial is not intended to be open for the general public to participate, it is expected that companies that may have ENUM-enabled applications can stand in for the registrant or end-user.

· Member of a Trial Steering Group: It has been suggested in the TWG that the ENUM Forum consider a possible Trial Steering Group, under the auspices of the ENUM LLC, for companies that might wish to assist with the overall support and conduct of the US ENUM Trial.
Companies should take the following into consideration:

· It is expected that there will be more than one participant in each role. More information about these roles can be found in the ENUM Forum document 6003_1_0, "Framework Document for a US/CC1 ENUM Trials Program" (see http://www.enumf.org). 
· Companies are responsible for their own costs in participating in the trial.

· Companies will be expected to sign an MoU with the CC1 ENUM LLC.

· The results of the trial will be made public.  However, proprietary activities of individual participants need not be included. The trials should not automatically preclude any particular technical activities that participants wish to conduct.  As stated in document 6003_1_0:

· The administrator of the trial must approve activities that affect the principal architecture or the primary interfaces between the identified roles.  

· Technical activities that only affect the ENUM-enabled applications that a participant or group of participants wish(es) to run may be conducted without any prior permission.

Note that the current version of a timeline that includes the trial can be found on the CC1 ENUM LLC website (http://enumllc.com), realizing that the timeline as posted is under review and is subject to change.
Finally, all trial activities will be consistent with the guidelines promulgated by the US Government.  Please see http://www.enumllc.com/USGDelLetter.pdf for a copy of the US Delegation Letter that contains these guidelines.
Companies interested in participating should send an email to xxxxx@yyy.zzz, with responses requested by [November 15, 2005], containing the following information:
1. name of company or organization 

2. contact information (name, telephone number, email) 

3. role(s) in the trial in which your organization would participate 

4. location(s) of trial facilities (city, state, and area code of location(s)) 

5. trial numbering resources required (note: these may be existing official numbers for your company or organization or they may be new numbering resources to be assigned by the ENUM LLC at the beginning of the trial)

In their emails, companies are invited to indicate what tests they would like to see run and what resources they may have to contribute to the trial. 
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